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BUDDHA  AND   BUDDHISM.

BY MRS. FREDERIKA MACDO&ALD.

No sight in India is more familiar, at the entrance of a native
bazaar, or out amongst rice and maize fields, or by the dusty
wayside, than the spreading Pefepul, or Banyan tree, that marks
the place of a temple or shrine. What the building beneath the
tree may be, it is not easy to say from a distance. It may be
the tomb of a Mussulman saint; or a Hindu temple worthy of
the name ; or merely some canopy of stone above a rough symbol
of Siva or Ganesha. The sacred tree affords a shelter to any one
of these structures ; and sometimes, even imperils their existence
by a too puissant protection ! For you have the strong boughs
forcing their way through the temple roof; or sweeping down,
laden with trailing creepers to conceal, and sometimes to efface,
delicate carvings, or interesting ancient inscriptions.

Now I am going to ask you to accept this sacred tree as an
appropriate symbol of the over-shadowing imagination of ancient
India, deep-rooted in Pantheism, and flowering out into luxurious
leafage and blossom of myth and legend. A shadow we must
expect to find upon Buddhism as upon all the Religions born
beneath, or brought within reach of, its influence.

It is very necessary to keep this fact in remembrance. Bud-
dhism is especially interesting amongst Indian Religions, and
indeed amongst the Religions of the world, because it is the one
great Religion that dispenses with supernatural proofs, and super-
human authority i and that appeals directly to Man himself,
bidding him be his own reformer, ruler, and refuge. But whilst
these are the essential and peculiar characteristics of Buddhism.,
they are not the characteristics that will first strike a Western
student, who commences his study of Indian religious thought with
Buddhism. Unfortunately, this is a method too often followed.
People without any knowledge of Oriental philosophy or religious
thought, happen to be attracted by some beautiful or touching
legend about Gotama Buddha ; or by some impressive text they
hear quoted from the Buddhist Scriptures; or, perhaps, these
uninitiated inquirers are started upon the study of an unfamiliar